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Hello everyone, my name is Regina Hong and I’'m from
Singapore. | graduated from Yale-NUS College in Singapo
re, where I majored in history. My particular focus was
on the histories of Singapore, China, and Japan. During that period, I lived in a
residential college so | enjoyed my college years in the company of my friends.
In the third year of college, | headed to Kyoto for a 6-month exchange program.
It was the first time | lived in a place with winter (I had experienced winter to
some extent while travelling, but it’s an entirely different matter from living in the
place itself!), and experienced for myself the ‘sokobie’ that is unique to Kyoto. |
look forward to meeting all of you!
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My first impression of Takikawa was that it is a place blessed with abundant
nature. Additionally, I think that the people of Takikawa are very kind. When | had
just moved here, | got lost once while returning home but received directions
from various individuals, and managed to return home safely. | am really grateful
for that! Also, as Singapore is atropical country, | have yet to experience
seasonal changes. This time, | look forward to experiencing the different
festivals, activities, and seasonal food that accompany the change in seasons.
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In thinking about international exchange, what comes to mind is the notion of
exchanging stories about various cultures. Going off this, | hope to hold seminars in
conjunction with the other CIRs and residents of Takikawa on the culture, society,
and history of places such as Hokkaido, Takikawa, Singapore, America, and
Mongolia. Additionally, | would like to have conversations with all of you in English
and Chinese.
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Although I am not very good at it, | am fond of cooking. Additionally, | enjoy reading
books. Since | am now living in Hokkaido, | would like to learn more about the
histories of Hokkaido and Takikawa. | also have a soft spot for animals.
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