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Here, There,and Everywhere
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Hi, everyone! Laurel Taylor here.

Anyone who's known me for any length of time knows I'm least happy when I'm doing
nothing. If I'm not making something, doing something, reading something, or
watching something, then I don't really see the point. That’s why I keep busy with a lot

of hobbies. I'd like to share a few of my hobbies, both past and present, with you.
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Throughout middle school, high school, and college, I was always very involved in music. I learned piano, clarinet,

saxophone, marimba, and I studied voice. In high school, I was in chorus, band, jazz band, and the a capella choir, and in
college, I took voice lessons, joined the choir, and studied music theory and composition. When I moved to Japan, I had to
leave all my instruments behind, but last year, I was the musical coordinator of the Hokkaido Players Theater Troupe. I still
love singing, and I often miss being a part of a musical group. If any of you know any classically trained music groups in the

area, please let me know!
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However, music was never my first love. Books hold that place in my heart. As a very young child, my mother read to me
every night before bed and instilled me with a love of reading. When I learned to read on my own, I devoured books, often
reading a book a day during summer vacation. Literature is one of the things that sparked my love of Japan, and I studied

Japanese literature in translation as part of my college course work. I'm a big fan of fantasy and short stories, and those



loves reflect in other aspects of my life, like my taste in movies, TV shows, and manga.
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I've always liked to make things with my hands as well. I occasionally enjoy drawing,
and I'm currently the magazine layout designer for HAJET (Hokkaido Association for
Japanese Exchange Teaching). I also crochet and just recently tried knitting, too. I do
a lot of crocheting in the winter, when there’s not much to do outdoors, and I'm never

quite sure what to do with all the hats, scarves, and wrist warmers I end up with.
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(First Crochet Projects)

I'm sure by this point you've realized that I'm a very indoors person. As a child, I hated sports (even though I was on the
softball team for three years), and I never enjoyed being competitive. PE was the bane of my existence, and I stopped

taking those classes as soon as I could. In college, I studied aikido for a while, and archery as well, but taking belt tests
scared me and I ended up stopping. But when I moved to Japan, I didn’t have a lot of friends and my job was really odd
hours. Since I couldn’t make friends easily, I took up yoga, and now, three years later, I'm still obsessed. My current goal

is to learn how to do a headstand, but I have a long way to go.
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As you can see, I have a lot of hobbies, and it seems like I'm getting more and more all the time, but it means I'm never

bored. I'd like to start a traditional Japanese hobby, too, so if any of you have any suggestions, please let me know!
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South Dakota : History , Farming , and Nature
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Hello, everyone. I hope you're well. Today I'd like to introduce my home state, South Dakota, to you all.
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BOXSIIMKFEROE (Storm on the
South Dakota Great Plains) South Dakota is located in the heart of the United States, and in fact,

contains the geographical center of the US, including Alaska and Hawaii. It
was the 40th state to enter the Union and became an official member state of the US on November 2nd, 1889 in tandem
with its neighbor state, North Dakota. It is one of the least populated states in the US, with a current estimated population
of 833,358, and it remains largely rural and agricultural. The state capital is Pierre, and the largest city is Sioux Falls. South
Dakota sits between 42 and 45°longitude, which is nearly the same as Hokkaido. It has four seasons, with mild springs and

autumns, hot, humid summers, and frigid, windy winters.
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South Dakota has been settled by humans for at least 7, 000 years, but the dominant native tribe when white settlers first
came to the state was the Arikara Nation, which later moved north due to pressure from the Sioux Nation. The Sioux Nation
was comprised of seven smaller related tribes, one of which was the Dakota tribe. This is the origin of the term Dakota
Territories and later North and South Dakota. Native history plays a major role in South Dakota, driving scholarship, movies,
books, archaeology, and memorials. South Dakota was home to some of the most violent struggles between the United

States and Native populations, and it is estimated that thousands of native warriors lost their lives fighting for their land.
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South Dakota became a state primarily because gold was Josvoe)l & O0—F

discovered in the Black Hills of western South Dakota. Black Hills Gold Broach



Some gold is still produced there today, but the largest gold mine closed in 2002 and since has been converted into a Deep

Underground Science and Engineering Laboratory.
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However, South Dakota’s most profitable industries are agriculture and tourism. The state yields 4.5 million acres of corn,
4.1 million acres of soybeans and several million acres of other staple grains. The industry totals $20.9 billion in economic
revenue every year. In addition to farming, the state has a large ranching sector. There are 3.7 million cattle in the state,

which is the equivalent of five cows for every one person, and these are primarily used in beef production.
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The state is also home to some of the biggest tourism attractions in the US. Perhaps firstand  Ryushmore

foremost is Mount Rushmore, which is visited by more than 2.7 million tourists every year. The
tourism industry in South Dakota is annually worth $2.6 billion statewide, and in addition to Mt. Rushmore, South Dakota
also offers the Crazy Horse Memorial, Jewel Cave, Wind Cave, the Black Hills, the Badlands, and Sioux Falls Park and

downtown area as its primary attractions.
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South Dakota is an ideal place for visitors wanting to experience American nature. It has some of the highest sighting rates

for natural wildlife in America and offers a wide range of places to hike, swim, fish, hunt, and cycle.

\wIJr7O—BFDE&ES Buffalo Round up

The Badlands



“jm >7J7R—>, Pronghorn Antelope
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South Dakota shares a lot with Hokkaido, from native history to weather to farming. Please feel free to take some time to

talk to me about our two homelands and how very similar they actually are.
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Hello everyone! My name is Laurel Taylor and I'm originally from Hartford, South Dakota in the United States. I also
lived in Vermont for about four years, where I attended college and studied Japanese and music. I first became
interested in Japan through the anime “Rurouni Kenshin” when I was fourteen, but from there my interest snowballed until
I decided to study Japanese language, with specializations in translation and literature.

During college, I studied Japanese language and culture abroad in Kyoto at Doushisha University, and that’s when I first
visited Hokkaido. I was immediately struck by how warm and kind the people were and how much I enjoyed the scenery
and atmosphere of Hokkaido.

After graduating, I worked a year in Chiba at an English cram school and a year in Date, Hokkaido as an ALT before making
my way to Takikawa. I look forward to meeting you all and working with you to broaden international awareness in the

community.
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[Thoughts on Takikawa]
Just as in all of Hokkaido, Takikawa’s citizens seem kind and open, and the city reminds me a lot of my hometown. The

winters may be bitter cold, but the people are always warm.
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[An Event I'd Like to Do in Takikawa]
I confess that I'm not a very good cook, but I do enjoy cooking, and I always think it's sad that there aren’t many Mexican
restaurants in Japan. I'd like to do an international cooking class focused on American-Mexican food, called TexMex, and

introduce the community to the wonders of fajitas and guacamole.
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[Hobbies]
I enjoy several hobbies and tend to rotate every few months.  1do yoga very seriously, and I also enjoy drawing, reading,
music, art, and crocheting. I sing and play clarinet, piano, saxophone, and marimba, so recently I've been thinking about

joining a musical group.



