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Powder snow in Hokkaido
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Hello, it’s Justin!

Lately the weather is getting warmer and the once wintery sights of Hokkaido are becoming that of spring, but here, I



would like to introduce to you my winter hobby.

Powder snow, as it is called is low in water content and fluffy snow which is much sought after by snowboarders and skiers.
My snowboarding season has continued from November last year to April 20th of this year. In total I have been 13 times
to the ski hill and have had a chance to experience Hokkaido powder. As you may know, my hobby is taking photos, so

please let me introduce my winter adventures to you.
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I was born in Calgary City in Canada which is located near the Rockies.  There, winter

sports are very popular. I started skiing with my friends during my 2nd year of university
and snowboarding during my 3rd. The scale of the ski hills in North America compared to

Hokkaido are much bigger (most Canadian ski hills are the size of Niseko), however

Hokkaido wins hands down when it comes to snow quality. Thus, many foreigners from

ME<W | Ji8—2 beginners to exports spend their time on the hills come winter. Gathering various friends,
—phTS > TITREE MY first trip was with 15 people at Kamui Ski Links near Asahikawa. We couldn’t even fit
(“It doesn’t hurt!” My €veryone in a single group picture there were so many people.
friend as she makes a jump Because the snow was so deep and soft we were free to play amongst the snow without

in powder) worrying about getting injured. After that I went to many places including Furano,
Niseko, Yubari, Sapporo Kokusai, Asahidake, and Kurodake. Amongst them, Niseko,

Asahidake, and Kurodake had the best snow.
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I wanted to mention that in foreign countries many skiers and snowboarders always wear

helmets. However in Japan, other than children not many Japanese people wear AH20BBE. Sv T4
helmets which I find quite strange. This is on a tangent, however in Canada, when DBEETBHETF (April 20th

riding a bike it is required by law to wear a helmet.
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I really hope for spring to come faster, however once you get a taste of Hokkaido powder you can never forget. It seems

there will still be a little snow left in Taisetsuzan during golden week. Perhaps my winter adventures are not over yet.



